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Course Description

 Participatory democracies first appeared in Greece some 2,500 years ago, flourishing for centuries, until they were replaced by monarchies and empires. This course offers an examination of democracy in its earliest form.  Through a study of the political, social, and cultural institutions of the democracy of ancient Athens, we will consider the strengths and weaknesses of this unique form of government. Topics include the origin and development of the Athenian democracy; political organizations and social and economic structures; war and imperialism; freedom of speech and intellectual dissent; gender, sexuality, and citizenship; democratic discourse and ideology; and democracy and the arts.

 



        Required Texts
Aeschylus, The Oresteia, tr. by R. Lattimore (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1969). [You may substitute this edition with any other translation of the Oresteia.]
Adkins, Arthur W.H., and White, Peter, eds., The Greek Polis: University of Chicago Readings in Western Civilization, Volume 1 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1986).
 Thorley, John, Athenian Democracy (London, Routledge, 2004)

Wolpert, Andrew, and Kostantinos, Kapparis, Legal Speeches of Democratic Athens: Sources for Athenian History (Indianapolis: Hacket Publishing Company, 2011). 




       Grading: 
 4 Quizzes (25% of your grade; lowest quiz taken will be dropped)
 3 exams (25% each = 75% of total grade) 


Exams are non-cumulative         
Scale: A = 93-100 


B- = 80-82


 A- = 90-92


C+ = 77-79


 B+ = 87-89


C = 73-76


 B = 83-86



C- = 70-72

This course is conducted in compliance with all University of Florida policies 

regarding special needs, academic honesty, and absences for emergencies, 

religious holidays and extracurricular activities.  
For details, see www.dso.ufl.edu/osd/ (special needs); 

www.dso.ufl.edu/judicial/procedures/academicguide.php#3 (academic honor code)

ALL readings are REQUIRED, including the linked texts. Please complete the day’s readings BEFORE class.
	Day
	Topic
	Reading 

	T 1/5
	Introduction
	

	T 1/12
	From Cylon to Pisistratus
	Thorley p. 6-22

Aristotle, Constitution of Athens, sections 1-19, pages 228-43 
in Adkins & White

	TR 1/14
	Cleisthenes
	Thorley, 23-28 (Chapter 3 up to "Council of 500 [Boule])"

Aristotle, Constitution of Athens, sections 20-21, pages 243-45 in Adkins & White

Herodotus 5.69-73 (in Adkins & White pages 42-43)

	T R1/14
	Later Reforms
	Thorley, pages 53-60

	T 1/19
	Origins of the Democracy
	Ober, Josiah, "Athenian Revolution of 508/7 B.C.: Violence, Authority, and the Origins of Democracy," in Cultural Poetics in Archaic Greece, edited by Carol Dougherty and Leslie Kurke (Oxford 1993) 215-32 (available on Canvas)

	TR 1/21
	Council (boule)
	Thorley, pages 28-32    

Ober, Josiah, "Classical Athenian Democracy and Democracy

        Today," (available on Canvas)

	TR 1/21
	Assembly (ecclesia)
Quiz 1
	Thorley, 32-34 (Chapter 3; Section "The Assembly")

	T/ 1/26
	Law Courts (dicasteria); 


	Wolpert & Kapparis, ix-xxviii (introduction)

Thorley, pages 35-38 (Chapter 3; Section "The Law Courts")

	TR 1/28
	Generals, Magistrates, and 

the Demes
	Thorley, pages 38-52

Finley, M.I, "Athenian Demagogues" Past and Present 21 (1962) 3–24 (available on Canvas)

	TR 1/28
	Locus of Power


	Hansen, Mogens, "The Political Powers of the People's Court in Fourth-Century Athens," in The Greek City from Homer to Alexander, edited by O. Murray and S. Price (Oxford 1990) 215–43 (available on Canvas)

	T 2/2
	Political Office and

 Political "Rights"
	Lysias 16 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

Lysias 24 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 2/4
	Imperialism
	Finley, M.I. 1978, "The Fifth-Century Athenian Empire: A Balance Sheet," in Imperialism in the Ancient World, edited by P.D.A. Garnsey, and C.R. Whittaker (Cambridge 1978) 103–26 (available on Canvas)

	T 2/4
	Civil War
	Lysias 12 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	T 2/9
	Free and Slave 
	Gagarin, Michael, "The Torture of Slaves in Athenian Law,"
 Classical Philology 91 (1996) 1–18 (available on Canvas)   

	TR 2/11
	Social Conflict (Part I)
	Demosthenes 21 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 2/11
	Social Conflict (Part II)
	Demosthenes 21 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	T 2/16
	Quiz 2; review for exam
	

	TR 2/18
	EXAM 1
	

	T 2/23
	The Young and the Restless
	Demosthenes 54 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 2/25
	Trading and the Economy

 (Part I)
	C.M. Reed, Maritime Traders in the Greek World, pages 15-26 

	TR 2/25
	Trading and the Economy

 (Part II)
	Demosthenes 32 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	T 3/1
	Friends and Family
	Demosthenes 53 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 3/3
	Inheritance (Part I)
	Demosthenes 41 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 3/3
	Inheritance (Part II)
	Demosthenes 41 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	3/4-3/11
	SPRING BREAK
	

	T 3/15
	Husbands, Wives, and Marriage

	Lysias 1 (in Wolpert & Kapparis).



	TR 3/17
	Mistresses and Prostitutes

 (Part I)
Quiz 3
	[Demosthenes] 59 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 3/17
	Mistresses and Prostitutes

 (Part II)
	[Demosthenes] 59 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	T 3/22
	Masculinity (Part I)
	Aeschines 1 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 3/24
	Masculinity (Part II)
	Aeschines 1 (in Wolpert & Kapparis)

	TR 3/24
	Review for exam
	

	T 3/29
	EXAM 2
	

	TR 3/31
	Democratic ideology (Part I)
	Herodotus 3.80-84 (in Adkins & White, pp. 44-46)

Plato, Protagoras (in Adkins & White pp. 217-224)

	TR 3/31
	Democratic ideology (Part II)
	Logos Epitaphios (Funeral Oration): Thucydides 2.34-46 
(Available on Canvas)

	T  4/5
	Elite Opposition (Part I)
	The Old Oligarch (Adkins and White, pp. 48-56)

Plato, the Apology (Adkins and White, pp. 183-206)

	TR 4/7
	Tragedy (Part I)
	Aeschylus, Oresteia, read Agamemnon,  Libartion Bearers

	TR 4/7
	Tragedy (Part II)                               
	Aeschylus, Oresteia, read Eumenides

	T 4/12
	Comedy (Part I) Quiz 4
	Aristophanes, Wasps (Greek Polis #9, pp. 57-103)

	TR 4/14
	Comedy (Part II) 
	Aristophanes, Wasps (Greek Polis #9, pp. 57-103)

	T 4/19
	EXAM 3
	


