LNW 6105: The Roman Tradition

Thursdays 8-10, SECT 1829

Professor Jennifer A. Rea






Office: Dauer 142

e-mail: jrea@ufl.edu







Office Hours: TBA

Course Description & Goals

The class content, assignments, and discussions will focus on the translation and discussion of Latin texts, so a strong reading knowledge of Latin is essential. We will concentrate on reading selections from the corpus of Latin literature and discuss past and current trends in the modern scholarship. Students will work on their translation and analytical skills through close reading of the Latin authors in addition to review of modern scholarship. 
Required Texts



Reserve Text (in Dauer 125)
Conte’s Latin Literature


Susana Braund’s Latin Literature
Woodcock’s A Brief Latin Syntax


Student Expectations
Course evaluation will be based on: class participation (20%), 10 weekly quizzes (50%), and two class presentations (one presentation as discussion leader of the assigned reading from Braund and one presentation where you are assigned a topic relevant to the week’s content 15% + 15% = 30%). From September 1—November 3 there will be a weekly vocabulary quiz on the Latin author we are discussing (quiz on all words occurring in the first five pages of the prose selection or ten pages of poetry).

Class Discussions
As a member of this seminar you are expected to arrive on time and be prepared to engage in a thoughtful, informed, and critical discussion of the primary and secondary readings. 
 
Course Assignments
All course work is to be completed on time (see Late Assignments, below for policy on late work).  Work completed late due to an unexcused absence will cause the assignment grade to be penalized one-half grade for every day the assignment is late. 
 
Attendance Policy
Regular attendance and active participation are mandatory.
More than one absence will cause your final grade to be penalized. 
Tardiness will count as half an absence. 

Course Schedule
The Latin Authors

Thursday, August 25 
Introduction: The purpose of this course, how to use the secondary sources, how to prepare for the quizzes & how to read the primary sources. Writing exercise.
Secondary Reading: Braund 1-88; Conte 1-130
Thursday, September 1 –Quiz #1
Plautus Menaechmi
Secondary Reading: Conte 133-173
Thursday, September 8 –Quiz #2
Terence Adelphoe
Secondary Reading: Braund 89-132; Conte 175-223
Presentation #1 on Braund
Thursday, September 15- Quiz #3
Cicero Somnium Scipionis
Secondary Reading: Conte 225-319
Thursday, September 22 – Quiz #4
Seneca Suasoria (Selections)
Secondary Reading: Conte 321-406
Thursday, September 29 – Quiz #5
Seneca Thyestes
Secondary Reading: Braund 133-89; Conte 408-66
Presentation #2 on Braund
Thursday, October 6 – Quiz #6
Petronius (Selections including Cena Trimalchionis & Satyricon 91-112)

Secondary Reading: Conte 467-510
Thursday, October 13 – Quiz #7
Persius 1
Secondary Reading: Conte 512-521
Thursday, October 20 –Quiz #8
Quintilian 10

Secondary Reading: Conte 525-552
Thursday, October 27 – Quiz #9
Pliny (Selected letters including 1.1; 3.16; 6.1-20; 10.96, 97)

Secondary Reading: Conte 553-69
Thursday, November 3 – Quiz #10
Apuleius

Presentation #3 on Braund 190-224

The Bigger Picture

Thursday, November 10
Presentation #4 Satire- Horace, Persius & Petronius
Thursday, November 17
Presentation #5 Epistolography- Horace, Ovid, Seneca, Cicero & Pliny
Presentation # 6 Roman Historians-Role Models and Morals- Sallust, Tacitus and Livy

Thursday, November 24 NO CLASS (Thanksgiving Break)
Thursday, December 1
Presentation # 7 Roman Identity
Presentation # 8 on Braund 225-76
Late Assignments: You will be allowed to hand in work late only for excused absences, such as required student participation in a university-sponsored event (you must submit official documentation to the professor from the appropriate faculty or staff member before the event); religious holidays (notify the professor within the first two weeks of class); medical emergencies (with documentation from a health care provider); family emergencies (with valid written documentation).  Regarding medical and family emergencies, it is your responsibility to notify me as soon as possible that you will need accommodations. Students with a valid excuse have one week after a missed assignment (or one week after recovering from an illness) to hand in the work. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Regular attendance and active participation are mandatory. More than one absence will cause your final grade to be penalized. Tardiness will count as half an absence.
Grading Scale:

A = 93 or above A- = 92-90 B+ = 89-88 B = 87-83 B- = 82-80 C+ = 79-78 C = 77-73 C- = 72-70 

D+ = 69-68 D = 67-63 D- = 62-60 E = below 60

Grading Scale with GPA Equivalencies 

A = 4.0 A- = 3.67 B+ = 3.33 B = 3.0 B- = 2.67 C+ = 2.33 C = 2.0

This course is in compliance with all UF policies regarding special needs and academic honesty. For details, see http://www.dso.ufl.edu/drc/ (special needs); http://www.dso.ufl.edu/studentguide/studentrights.php (academic honesty). 

Students will be expected to provide feedback on the quality of instruction in this course based on 10 criteria. These evaluations are conducted online and students will be given specific instructions as to when the online link will be available. Generally the evaluations are offered online during the last 2-3 weeks of the semester.

