 

CLT 3510: The Ancient World in Film

Dr. Andrew Nichols



Email: agn54@ufl.edu
Office: 125 Dauer Hall

Office Hours: M 12:00-1:30; W 3:00-4:00
Course Description and Objectives: This course focuses on detailed interpretations of popular and artistic representations of the Ancient World and Society in the modern medium of cinema.  Thus it also deals with a particular aspect of the survival of classical culture into the 21st century America in that major directors have re-imagined some of the best-known periods of Greek and Roman history in a visual form of popular art. We will also interpret the films both as cinema and in connection with their ancient and modern sources.  For our purposes, however, since this is not primarily a ‘film studies’ course, we will tend to define the films as ‘visual texts,’ which are capable of being analyzed and appreciated on their own terms, as well as by comparison with other literary genres.  

 
Classroom Etiquette:
 
1. NO Cell Phones!!!
2. No private conversations with others during class.
3. No reading newspapers, magazines, etc. during class.
4. Arriving late and leaving early are disruptive. Respect your colleagues.
 

Readings: Provided on Sakai
 

Grading:
 

Examinations: 2 exams (35% each: 70%)
Quizzes/Reaction Papers (30%)
 
 
	100-90
	A

	89-87
	   B +

	86-80
	B

	79-77
	 C+

	76-70
	C

	69-67
	D+

	66-60
	D


 

Make-up Work:
 
All reading assignments are due at the class hour for which that reading is assigned. Exams missed because of an illness or an excused absence according to university policy may be made up at the convenience of the instructor and the teaching assistant provided that proper documentation for that absence is provided by the student.
 
All requests for excuses based on medical emergencies must be accompanied by full documentation (e.g. copy of physician's excuse form). Family emergencies (e.g. death in the family) must be handled through the Dean of Student Life, who will provide an authorized letter to your instructors. A request sent by any other means (including email, phone, etc.) will result in an unexcused absence.
 
The Honor Code:
 
Cheating (representing another's work as your own) in any form will be taken very seriously. The University Honor Code will be enforced and you are responsible to know and abide by its standards (http://www.dso.ufl.edu/STG/Code.html#Honor Code).
 
Schedule 
 

Week 1 (Aug. 24): Introduction to course;
 

Week 2 (Aug. 31): Troy (2004) Dir. Wolfgang Petersen

 

Week 3 (Sept. 7): The 300 (2006) Dir. Zach Snyder 
Week 4 (Sept. 14): Alexander (2004) Dir. Oliver Stone
 

Week 5 (Sept. 21): Ben-Hur (1959) Dir. William Wyler
 

Week 6 (Sept. 28): Spartacus (1960) Dir. Stanley Kubrick
Week 7 (Oct. 5): Galdiator (2000) Dir. Ridley Scott
 

Week 8 (Oct. 12): EXAM 1
 

Week 9 (Oct. 19): A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (1966) Dir. Richard Lester
 

Week 10 (Oct. 26): Life of Brian (1979) Dir. Terry Jones
 

Week 11 (Nov. 2): A History of the World Part I (1981) Dir. Mel Brooks
 

Week 12 (Nov. 9): I Claudius (1976 BBC Series); Rome (2005 HBO Series)

 

Week 13 (Nov. 16): Quo Vadis (1951) Dir. Mervyn LeRoy
 

Week 14 (Nov. 22): THANKSGIVING (NO CLASS) 

 

Week 15 (Nov. 30): Cleopatra (1963) Dir. Joseph L. Mankiewicz
 

Week 16 (Dec. 6): EXAM 2
